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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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Examiner's Amendment 
1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with David C. Ripma on 11/18/05. 

In the claims 

Claims 1 and 23 have been amended as follows: 

1 . In a Home Network telephone system, a method for controlling 
communications privacy, the method comprising: 

transceiving calls on at least one external telephone line, where each external 
telephone line is associated with a unique telephone number; 

supplying privacy and public mode bridging options; 

independently selecting private and public modes for each external telephone 

line; 

in response to the selecting the public mode for a first external telephone line, 
permitting bridges through a gateway, between the first external telephone line and any 
endpoint; and 
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in response to selecting the privacy mode for the first external telephone line, 
selectively excluding bridges through the gateway, between the first external telephone 
line and some but not all of the endpoints. 

23. A Home Network telephone privacy management system comprising: 
a gateway having a port for transceiving calls on at least one external 
telephone line, where each external telephone line is associated with a unique 
telephone number, a port for receiving public and privacy mode selection commands, 
independently for each external telephone line, and a port for establishing bridges to the 
external telephone lines; 

a plurality of Home Network endpoints, each endpoint having a user interface to 
accept mode commands and external telephone line selection commands, each 
endpoint having a port connected to the gateway for supplying mode and external 
telephone line selection commands, each endpoint having a port for establishing 
bridges to external telephone lines through the gateway; 

wherein the gateway, in response to the selection of the public mode for a first 
external telephone line, permits bridges between the first external telephone line and 
any endpoint; and 

wherein the gateway, in response to the selection of the privacy mode for the first 
external telephone line, selectively excludes bridges between the first external 
telephone line and some but not all of the endpoints. 
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2 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bing Bui, Tel. No. (571 ) 272-7482. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday through Thursday from 7:30 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on (571 ) 272-7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 
and for formal communications intended for entry (please label the response 
□EXPEDITED PROCEDURED) or for informal or draft communications not intended for 
entry (please label the response "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (571) 272-2600. 




